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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 REYKJA 00509 150757Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 AID-05 DOTE-OO DODE-OO PM-05 FMC-02 
/048 W 

030467 161048Z/10 

R 141428Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8312 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
COMICEDEFOR KEFLAVIK IC 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 0509 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, IC 

SUBJECT: DOCKWORKERS BEGIN EXPORT BAN 

REF: REYKJAVIK 0462 DTG 060926Z APR 78 

1 . MEMBERS OF ICELANDIC GENERAL AND TRANSPORT WORKERS 
FEDERATION (VMSI) HAVE BEGUN STRIKE AND ARE REFUSING 
TO LOAD EXPORTS. ACTION STARTED IN SOME PARTS OF 
COUNTRY APRIL 12, WHILE OTHER AREAS NOT STRUCK 

UNTIL APRIL 13 OR 14. STRIKE, HOWEVER, IS NOT UNIVERSAL. 

2. EFFECT OF BAN HAS SO FAR BEEN MINIMAL. VMSI 
BRANCHES IN WESTFJORD AND REYKJANES, ICELAND'S TWO MAIN 
EXPORT REGIONS, HAVE DECLARED THEY WILL NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN BAN. REYKJAVIK WORKERS WHO WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN 
LOADING EXPORTS HAVE BEEN DIVERTED TO UNLOADING INBOUND 
SHIPS, AND THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT REYKJAVIK 
EXPORTS WILL BE TRUCKED SHORT DISTANCE TO REYKJANES 
PORTS THAT ARE NOT AFFECTED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 REYKJA 00509 150757Z 

3. BAN COULD SOON HAVE IMPACT ON FISH FREEZING PLANTS 
ON NORTHERN, SOUTHERN AND EASTERN COASTS IF EXPORTS 
CANNOT BE TRUCKED TO OTHER NON-STRIKING PORTS. 

ALTHOUGH MOST UNIONS HAVE NOW DECIDED WHETHER OR NOT 
THEY WILL PARTICIPATE IN BAN, SOME IN EAST HAVE NOT 

YET DONE SO, PERHAPS WAITING TO SEE HOW SITUATION 
DEVELOPS ELSEWHERE. EMPLOYERS HAVE STILL NOT 
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DECIDED ON THEIR RESPONSE, IF ANY. 
BLAKE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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